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Fullback en] oysfeshman season at H .S,

Mitch Bracke ‘10

Uriah Brickhouse ‘10 has
become a noteworthy Minutemen
football player with an outstanding
season on the freshman team. He
gives credit to his coaches and the
other backfield players when
speaking of his success.

“Jim McCabe is a consistent
quarterback for the team, and Chris
Grabbe, our other quarterback, is
known for his great arm. One of the

halfbacks, Rasheem Boatwright can |
blow by most defenders. Mike @

Straubmuller, another back for our
team, is very strong. And Christian
Curtain is the ultimate weapon. He
has amazing speed,” explained
Brickhouse as he continued to praise
histeammates.

With all thistalent on thefield,
Brickhouse's goal this year was to
not lose another game after an
emotional loss to Pennsauken.

Brickhouse described it as, “just
afluke.”

Mitch Bracke *10/The Patriot

Uriah Brickhouse playsfullback onthe

freshman team.

team. Helovesthe new field putin
at the high school and describesit as,
“thenicest field I’ ve ever played on.”

When Brickhouse leaves

to be avery important
part of hislife.

“1 want to go to
college because
without it it'll be very
tough to have a good
career and agood life,”
he says.

After college
Brickhousewould like
to be a pilot and fly
planes. He says that
he has always enjoyed
planes since he was a
kid. Even though he
wouldliketo beapilot
very much, he feels it
would be even better if
he could possibly play
football.

Since he was
young, Brickhouse has
loved the sport of
football.

Hedescribesit as, “ different than
any other sport. You can hit people
with aggression and takeout your anger

This season Brickhouse has WTHS, he definitely wants to anditisjust part of the game.”

enjoyed everything about hisfootbal |

college. Hesaysthat collegeisgoing

Throughout hislife, Brickhouse

has had apersonto look up toin his
athletic family: his cousin Keith
Robinson. Robinson plays football
for Winslow and is the reason
Brickhouseisthe player heistoday.

Robinson has kept Brickhouse
on his toes by talking to him about
his plays and skills, making him
strive to get better.

“He is great person who has
taught me so much and has helped
mein every aspect of my game,” said
Brickhouse of his cousin.

Despite his confidence on the
football field, Brickhouse was just
like any other freshman in being
over-whelmed when starting high
school. But after adjusting to the
school, he has found to likeit alot.

Explained Brickhouse, “Most of
the teachers are pretty cool and | like
how | get to see morekids, not just the
people I’'m used to seeing in middle
school. Withall of these good things
at the school, they are still not the
best.”

When asked to describethe best
aspect of school in one word, he
replied, “girls.”

Frosh hockey star looksforward to future

Sarah Kurtz ‘10

When most young girls are
playing with Barbies and playing
dress up, Lisa Patrone ‘10 had other
things on her mind. She was
interested in one thing and one thing
only, hockey. She started off by
playing in aleague with all the boys
at the age of eleven.

“1 hated it. | was the only girl,
and they thought | was bad becausel
was “aqgirl”, but | was really better
than all of them,” she stated.

She eventually quit regular
hockey, and moved on to bigger and
better things, field hockey.

LisaPatroneis morethanjust a
field hockey player. She's an
amazing, dedicated, true-blue nice
person. It all started back in sixth
grade. Her mother was afield hockey
coach and Patrone realized that she
wanted to play. So she signed up for
her school’s team and a Gloucester
County team as well.

“I really likedit, | mean| really
liked it!” says Patrone.

She would practice countless

hours on her own and
really getinto the sport.
Her mom really stood
behind her and showed
her the game.
“Sometimesit'shard to
have my mom know so
much about thegame. |
mean don’t get me
wrong, it'sgreat havinga
mom who can help you
with every little pull, but
it «ill can be annoying a
times”

Running is a big
part of field hockey.
players have to be in
tip-top shape for it.
Everyday you run a
massive amount. Lisa
runs about four miles,
a day. Not during the
school year of course, sheneedstime
to do her homework.

“Sometimesit canbehardtrying
tojuggleall of thegamesand pressure
of hockey and homework & the same
time” stated Patrone.

Lisabeing a starting player on

Rob Cavella*‘07/ The Patriot

LisaPatroneplayed var sity field hockey
this season.

varsity, you would assume that the
girlsmight give her ahard time. But
in Lisa's opinion, it was the exact
opposite.

“At first it was kind of
intimidating--them all being older
than me and me being a freshman,

but they’re so nice, kind of like my
older sisters,” Patrone said.

Even with all of the hard work
she puts in at practice, she still
manages to take advanced classes,
and excelsinall of them. Patronesaid
that sometimes the stress can get to
her, just then she realizes that people
are counting on her to always do her
best. That's just what she plansto do.

“It just stinks on the dayswhen
there'saton of homework, then you
have to go straight home, do the
homework, then shower and go to
bed. Likethereredly isn'ttimefor much
of alife. But | redly love the sport, and
lots of my friends are at field hockey
with me, soit'snot so bed.”

In striving to do her best, Lisa
set goals for this year, which she
deady achieved. Shewanted to make
varsity and be as good as she could
possibly be.

“Ever since eighth grade, I've
worked my butt off to get where |
am today.”

But she is not stopping. In
Lisa'seyes, there’'salwaysroom for
improvement.
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Mullen “shocked, excited” by senior selection

Laura Marder ‘07

Homecoming Queen for the
class of 2007, Kayla Mullen, was
crowned during halftime of
homecoming game on October 20",
2006.

Thewinner wasreveal ed when

each nomineewasgiven aflower box |

to be opened in unison. The winner
would find ared rose within.

“When my box was opened
it was opened stem first so |
didn't even know it was me
being announced until | saw the
whole rose, then | was really
excited!” said Mullen.

The suspense of the slow
opening of the boxes seemed to last
yearsto the homecoming court. The
moment the winner was announced
all the girls rushed over to Mullen
with hugs and congratul ations.

Kaylawasin “ absol ute shock”
when it was announced she was a
nomineefor homecoming.

“1 didn’t even know they were
announcing the names that day and
then | heard my name over the loud

Laura Marder ‘07/ The Patriot

KaylaMullen (right) smilesafter being crowned 2006

Homecoming Queen.

Kayla was caught unexpected,
but the nomination was definitely
not unappreciated. Being nominated

“Becoming Homecoming
Queen didn’t change me asaperson.
It did have a definite positive effect

speaker. It was pretty cool,” wasexcitingbutitdidn’t comeclose onmy senior year anditwasareally

explained Mullen.
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to the moment shefound out shewas
going to be crowned.

After the game the parents of
the newly crowed queen threw
Mullen a family-and-friend party
to celebrate.

“My parents are very strong
people. They have taught me to be
the person | am today,” she said.
Mullen looks up to her parents as
the biggest rolemodelsin her life.

As Homecoming Queen
Mullen realizes that she may be a
role model to other girls in
Washington Township. Her biggest
advice to younger girls aspiring to
be in the homecoming court is to
just be themselves and not to
changefor anyone. Shefeelsif they
aretrueto themselves people will
respect them for it and they will
respect themselves.

cool experience but I’m not going to

Township spirit shinesin parade

parade it all around school,”
explained Mullen.

Kaylais planning on attending
the University of Delaware and
getting adegreeto teach elementary
school Spanish. She also plans on
one day getting married and
having afamily.

“My biggest life goal isto just
to be happy and have ahappy family
that loves each other,” said Mullen.

Mullen looksback on her years
at Washington Township with a
smile. She hasbeen an active member
in WTHS by being a participant in
Girls’ soccer, Class Council
and DECA.

When she graduates, Mullen
said she will miss her friends and
acquaintancessheseesdaily. Shewill
also missall theactivitiesand events
that kept her constantly busy.

“1 love this school because of
the fact that there is something for
everyone and everybody getsrealy
into the events,” she said

Mullen will miss the school
she is leaving behind but says,
“The memories that have been
created during these years
will last me forever.”

4
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The Spirit Paradebrought out thecr eativesideof many WTHS

clubs. Seestory page?2.
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Back on track

Spirit parade numbers on rise

Erin McFadden ‘07

On Friday, October 20, before
the start of thisyear’s homecoming
football game, the WTHS stadium
played host to the sixth annual
Spirit Parade.

The event gives clubs the
opportunity to showcase their
spirit, with prizes for the top three.
This year, twelve organizations
participated by creating floats and
choreographing presentations.

Winners were awarded $250,
$150, and $100 for the top three
places. The prize money comesfrom
participating clubs' $25 registration
fees, with shortfall subsidized by
PTO funds.

Respectively winning these
monetary rewards for their efforts
were tenth grade class council,
student council, and junior/senior
classcouncil.

While the paradeislargely run
and organized by WTHS staff, the
high school’s Parent/Teacher
Organization provides and
distributes the prizes.

“Seven adult members of the
PTO judge on creativity, originality,
theme, and execution,” explained
Mrs. Carol Costello, Spirit Parade
coordinator and junior/senior class
co-advisor.

The parade tradition was
originated by 11/12 Executive
Assistant Principal Mr. Joe
Bollendorf in 2001.

“After 9/11, Mr. Bollendorf
cametomewiththeideaasaway to
bring the community closer
together,” said Costello.

Over these six years, the parade
has undergone changes. In its first
few runs, the Spirit Parade was held
the night before Thanksgiving, but
thistiming resulted inlow attendance
duein part to weather.

“After one or two redly cold
evenings, it wasmoved up,” said Mr.
Robert Gorski, also co-advisor of the
junior/senior class council.

The parade's association with
the homecoming tradition and a
warmer time of the year has led to
increased attendance, but other

changes at WTHS have limited
participation from internal
organizations.

With the renovation of the
outdoor track supported by voters
in 2004, motor vehicleswere banned
fromthe area.

Costello said, “ The paradewas |

alittle bigger when we were allowed
to have cars on the track.”

Earlier Spirit Parades included
decorated carsand even fire engines
and police vehicles.
restriction has prevented some
organizations from participating; no
sports teams have registered for the
Spirit Parade since the vehicle ban.

Despite this set back, parade
participation ison the rebound, with
twelve entries in 2006 compared to
eight in 2005.

For many WTHS organiza-
tions, the obstacle has only sparked
their creativity in coming up with a
theme and presentation that reflects

The new &

their school spirit.

While it is still a developing
tradition at WTHS, the Spirit Parade
has begun to make an impact on the
community, with more students,
parents, and teachersfrom acrossthe
district attending each year.

photo courtesy of 09 class council

Sophomor eclasscouncil captured thefirst placehonors.

“It may be a good ten years
before we get big numbers,” said
Costello, who believes that with
Spirit Parade participation and
entry creativity increasing every
year, the tradition is sure to be
steadfast by then.

Minutemen roll at home

RichieElles‘08

October 20" had been a game
circled on the Minutemen Football
calendar since the beginning of the
season. This year's Homecoming
game against Pennsauken promised
to be a game well-worth watching,
and drew the largest audience of the
young season.

On that bitterly cold and windy
fall night, the hometeam cameto play
and set atonefor therest of the season.
The Minutemen rolled to a 35-0
victory over the Pennsauken Indians,
completing a fun-filled night at the
Township Stadium.

The Minutemen offense was
clicking all night, making it seem as
if the defense was non-existent.
Quarterback Pat Moffitt ‘07 threw
for two touchdowns, including a67-
yard score to Anwar Sanders ‘07,
who had a solid game himself. The
other touchdown pass was to Matt
Bosnjak ‘08, a 15-yard fade pattern
to the corner of the endzone.

But Sanders ‘07 stole the

spotlight on offense with 106 yards
ontheground including two rushing
touchdowns, using his speed to get
to the sidelines and around the
Pennsauken defense. The senior back
added two receptions for 77 yards,
including that 67-yard touchdown
catch, which sent the sea of
Township fans into frenzy. With
three scores and what would amount
to a career night for some, Sanders
torched the Indians on the way to a
Minutemen victory.

The Minutemen defense was
seemingly unbreakable on every
play. Forcing turnovers on nearly
half of the Pennsauken offensive
possessions, the defense gave the
high-powered Township attack
numerous chances to score. The
solid defensive unit earned their first
shutout of the season.

Terrell Mack 07 provided the
spark that carried the defensewith a
spirited effort. Mack compiled a
total of ten tackles, two sacks, and a
pair of fumblerecoveriesto lead the
Minutemen to victory. Breaking

away from blocks throughout the
game, Mack spent about the same
amount of time in the backfield as
theIndians’ running backs.

The win improved the
Minutemen to 6-0 on the season,
continuing their solid play that had
the team seated at the top of the
conference. With astrong mixture of
veteran leadership and young talent,
the Minutemen Football program can
use each win to build on for positive
outlook for the future.

Since the win at Homecoming,
the Minutemen havefallenvictimto
atough schedule in the second half
of their season. After two losses to
perennial powerhouse Cherokee
High School and alast minute defeat
at the hands of Seneca, the
Minutemen have been eliminated
from playoff contention. Despite
stumbling at the end of the season,
the team kept their massive fan base
cheering and chanting with every
touchdown run and long completion,
making the season unforgettable for
both players and students.
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Undefeated team seeks championship

A.J. Nisbet ‘08

With last years 2006
championship title hanging on the
banner of champions abovetheglass
at Holleydell Ice Arena, the
Washington Township varsity ice
hockey team took to the ice this
season with one thing in mind; a
repeat. With that in mind, the team
has looked dominant early on. An
explosive front line, solid defense,
and consistent goaltending leaves
Township on top of the standingsin
second place with an undefeated (6-
0-1) record as of November 13th.

“We started this season right
were we left off last season,” said
assistant captain Cameron Rowand
07, who is ranked number one in
the league in assists (17) and total
points (27). With just seven games
under their belt, Township leads the
leaguein goals scored by 18 with 58,
with five of the top ten scoring
leaders being Township players.

While the team leads most of
the scoring categories in the league
right now, goalie Joe Scafis ' 07 leads

all goalieswith morethan 10 minutes
played in the Save percentage
column. With 120 minutes played,
Scefis has0.75 goalsagainst average.
“Even though we were so
strong last year, | think we are even
stronger this year,” said the team
captain, ChrisBiscardi ' 07 who leads
theleaguein goals. “We got stronger
on our front line with the addition
of Colin[Davis’07], one of our most
dangerous players with the puck.”
The team is not only atop the
league in goal s scored, they are also
standing alone in the goals against
category with only 11in seven games
played. Erik Forgrove’08 has been
managing the blueline on thevarsity
team since his sophomore year.
“Last year Forgrove was our
only sophomore on thevarsity team.
Hereally controlsthe defense. Our
whol e offense trusts him back there,
letting usdo our jobs,” Biscardi said.
While the team is on this
winning streak, the team is looking
forward to its game against
Moorestown, who is always right
behind them in the standings year

A View from the Stands by Richie Elles ‘08

A CowboysFan in Hostile Territory: T.O'sReturn

Terrell Owens. For any Eagles
fan, hearing the name brings back the
disgust and frustration that
suffocated the Philadelphia Eagles,
destroying their 2005-2006 season
and leaving theteam to finishwith a
dismal 6-10 record.

Since the signing of the
controversial wide receiver by the
Dallas Cowboys, calendars
throughout both the Philadelphiaarea
and the nation have been marked for
October 8, 2006, Owens' first game
at Lincoln Financial Field against the
team he single-handedly destroyed.

As a fan of the Dallas Cow-
boys, | was ecstatic when thetickets
to the game arrived. | would have
the opportunity to see both my fa-
voriteteam and the game of the year.
After traveling by bus with abunch
of Eaglesfans. | was ready to enter
the belly of the beast, Lincoln Fi-
nancial Field.

| reached my seat and hour
before kickoff to see the Cowboys
practicing and to witnessthetaunting
and harassment of Terell Owens. |
was not easy to remain calm

surrounded by sixty thousand
screaming fans mocking my team.
After remaining silent during the
vulgar chanting at the Cowboy’s
entrance and the cheering of the
Eagles introductions, the gamewas
ready to begin.

The crowd was deafening as |
watched the Birds build a 10-0 |ead
in the first quarter on Cowboy
miscues and a Brian Westbrook run.

A.J. Nisbet 08/ The Patriot

Jonathon Paulo ‘07 headsup icelooking for apass.

after year.

“This is almost like our first
real game of the season. None of the
other teams have been able to
compete with us. Weknow thisgame
will betough,” said Biscardi.

This season, the team has
blown out most of it's opponents
besides Clearview, their bitter rival.

“We had a bad game.

Stephanie Mordente ‘08

| felt helpless, unable to cheer, yell,
or boo at the risk of being verbally
and physically attacked by the wild
game-crazed fanatics.

Even after the Cowboys scored
two quick touchdowns to take the
lead, | could not celebrate and show
my joy in thinking that my team
could defeat their hated rivals.
Leading 21-17 at halftime, the
Cowboys seemed destined to pull

Sometimes everything goes your
way, and then sometimesit doesn’t.
We got that game out of our way and
now we can look to be dominant for
therest of the season,” Rowand said
While this season already |ooks
promising for another
championship, the team hopesit can
keep up its dominating play for the
rest of the season.

out avictory on the road.

The third quarter was
highlighted by a eighty-seven yard
McNabb touchdown pass to
formerly unknown receiver Hank
Baskett, sending the crowd into a
frenzy. My hopes silently began to
dwindle. To make matters worse,
Terrell Owensdropped several passes,
oneout fear of thebig hit, andthefans
simply continued to chant and jeer at
the once-prized player.

Later. with the home team
leading 31-24, the Cowboysreceived
a gift in the form of a penalty that
set up apotential game-tying score.
Drew Bledsoe dropped back on his
second play near the end-zone only
to find Eagles cornerback Lito
Sheppard who took it one-hundred
and two yards for the touchdown as
| drowned in aseaof green.

Eagles chants were heard and
insults were thrown. In the end, the
game had gone to the Eagles 38-24
and | exited the Linc feeling dejected
and frustrated. But after al, there's
alwaysanext week and another game
to be won.
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Girls wins conference

Lauren Meloni ‘09

With Girls' Varsity Soccer at
the end of its regular season, Coach
Shane Snyder sets new goalsfor the
girlsto accomplish.

In the beginning of the year,
their goalswerebig.

“Our original goal wasto make
the state tournament and the
coaches' tournament and to bond as
ateam. Weachieved al three of these
goals,” said Coach Snyder,

“As the season went along we
set higher goals and we were ableto
win the conference, but we lost in
the South Jersey finals in the state
tournament.”

This season the girls' varsity
team came out with many strong
wins. Theteam made school history
being only the third to win the
conference. They also won three
play-off games before their loss to
Eastern in the state tournament.

“l would like to go back and
replay our last game of the year,
against Eastern, because we didn’t
play well and it was our |ast game of
the year, we lost 2-0,” said Coach
Snyder.

As many sports go, when
there’s aloss, it's important for the
team to try even harder the second
time around to win.

Aside from them winning the
conference, the team had a good
season thistime around with arecord
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Shawna Wert (12) battles for ball against L enape

of 15-5-2. It was well agreed that
Lenape and Eastern weretwo of their
proudest wins.

Being on avarsity team wasa
big accomplishment for the few

freshmen who made the team this
year: Lauren Cicatiello (goalie),
Janine Valerio, Kim Krauss, and
Karen Bellinger.

High school team captains take on

A.J. Nisbet ‘08

While a captain is a vital
position on most teams in
professional sports, it is the same
for teams here at Washington
Township and for other teams in
high school sports.

While most people have the
perception that a teams captain is
always their best player or highest
point getter, in most cases it is just
the opposite.

“The captain doesn’t always
have to be a points leader, but lead
by example. A captain should be
vocal and also betherefor theteam,”

said ChrisBiscardi 07 captain of the
Washinton Township ice hockey
team.

“In hockey, the captain is one
of the only players that can talk to
therefsabout acall. Theref respects
the player with the C on the jersey
more then anyone else. We are also
responsibly for relaying the
information to our coaches and the
rest of the team when questioning a
ref’scall,” headded.

When Kate Montgomery 07,
captain of the Minutemaids field
hockey team summed up her
thoughts of a captain’s duties.

“| think that acaptainisableto

bind her team together and make
everyonefed likeapart of theteam.”

“They have to be listeners and
also take action for what the team
needs,” Montgomery continued, “A
captain needs to be strong for her
team because the team looksto them
and when a captain looks scared or
isn’t giving their best effort theteam
followsthat example.”

Montgomery got some of her
motivation from a famous sport
movie.

“In the movie Remember the
Titans one of the players said that
attitudeisareflection of leadership.
| think that's true. The captains set

r—-————— - n

| Fall Sports|
Records

As of: November 24, 2006

I

I I
I I
I I
I I
: Football :
| 6-4 |
| FieldHockey |
| 1254 |
| Boys Soccer |
: 954 :
| Girls Soccer |
I 15-5-2 I
: Gymnastics

| 94 |
| Boys Cross Country |
I 5.2 I
I : I
| Girls Cross Country |
: 3-4 :
| GirlsTennis |
| 12-5 |
: GirlsVolleyball :
| 7-10 |
L

tough task

the mood of the team we have to
motivate and inspire our team. A
captain doesn’t have to be the most
athletic person on the team they have
to be personabl e though.”

Sammi Jones 08, captain of this
year’s sectional winning gymnastics
team, has similar feelings about a
captain’s duties.

“A captain should be the one
that is there for everyone no matter
what and can pump the team up no
matter how low or how high they
are,” Jones said.

Thisyear, various captains here
at Washington Township look to lead
their team to championships.
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Getting thhe point

Township goes above and beyond to save lives

Laura Marder ‘07

More than 400 students filed
through the 11/12 Gym on October
6", 2006 as they donated blood to
the American Red Cross. Thisyear,
Washington Township broke a
personal and state record by
donating 302 pints of blood.

All blood donated to the
American Red Cross from
Washington Township will be used
in the Penn/Jersey region. High
schoolsin the region donate 16% of
the blood used in the Penn/Jersey
area hospitals.

WTHS had a huge turnout.
With 302 pintsof bl ood collected,
WTHS students saved approxi-
mately 900 livesin asingle day.

“Weare number oneinthestate
for most blood donations and our
region is number one in the nation
which pretty much puts us at the
top!” explained Caitlyn Chew ‘07.
As the Interact coordinator of the
blood drive at Washington

Township, Chew has worked hard
aong with advisor Mrs. Tracy Naval
and therest of the I nteract Executive
Board. They signed up volunteersin
al of the senior homerooms. They
also worked during the blood drive
to calm the nervous donorsand keep
everything flowing and organized.

“Oneof thereasonswereceived
SO many pints this year is because
more people participated in the
Automated Red Cell Collection,”
said Chew.

Thisisthe newest type of blood
collecting technology allowsdonors
to provide two units of life saving
red blood cells during one donation
process by returning the plasma to
the donor. Though longer, the
process is said to be more
comfortable becauseasmaller needle
is used. Certain requirements need
to be met in order to be adoublered
blood cell donor. Next timeyou give
blood, ask for more information on
this process or visit the web at
www.pl easegivebl ood.org.

Last year was the second year
Interact held this function and they

How to save lives

Alyssa Figueroa ‘08

Every minute of everyday,
someone needs blood. The need for
blood, especially in the southeastern
Pennsylvaniaand New Jersey area,
israpidly increasing. Thousands of
blood donorsareneeded in our region
each week. According to the
American Red Cross, over 100
hospitals in this area order 2000
blood products everyday.

According to theAmerican Red
Cross's web site,

about 5% of Americansthat can donate
actually do.

Thereis no need to wait for an
emergency to giveblood. Everyday
there are personal emergencies in
which blood could support a
treatment that will save a patient’s
life. Donated blood helps al types
of people such as surgery patients,
traumavictims, cancer patients, and
premature infants.

“l donate blood because just
this year my grandfather spent two

days in the ICU

hospitals strive

tohaveafiveday “| sort of felt like

supply of each
blood type for
optimum safety.
This allows for

a hero”

-Allison Bittner ‘08

constantly receiving
blood. If the blood
supply were low, he
might not have made
it. What some people
don't realize is that

the daily needs of

blood to be met and also provides
for unexpected emergencies. The
minimum supply is a two-day
advance, but our region is at alow.
Only A+ and AB+ blood types meet
this requirement, reaching a little
more than a three-day supply. The
need for blood is continuing to
outgrow blood donations. Only

their blood directly
affects people like me,” said Jaclyn
Petruzzelli *08.

To donate you need to be at
least 17 years of age, weigh at least
110 pounds, and generally bein good
health. When you arrive at a blood
drive, aRed Cross staff member will
fully determine your eligibility to
donate. After you donate blood, itis

tested and then divided into red cells,
platelets, and plasma. Each meets a
different, vital medical need, soyou
are saving amaximum of threelives
with each donation. You can donate
blood as many as 6 times a year.

When donating blood, you are
not only making a difference by
saving lives, but donors feel a
difference within themselves. First
time blood donor Allison Bittner ‘08
stated, “ | sort of felt like a hero.
Thereisagreat gratification in
knowing you're saving
someone’s life.”

Giving blood is one of the
easiest ways to give back to your
community. There are 150 weekly
blood drives and the Red Cross al so
operates seven community donor
centersin our region. To find out
more go to the Red Crosswebsite
http://www.pleasegiveblood.org
or cal 1-800-GIVE-LIFE.

Anyone could need blood
at any time. You might not just be
saving a stranger. By donating
blood, you could be saving arela-
tive, afriend, or even yourself!

Laura Marder’ 07/ The Patriot

Amanda Matticks‘07 comforts Sean McCarthy ‘07 as he gives blood.

collected 137 pints of blood.
Washington Township’'s Interact
program recently won atrophy from
theAmerican Red Cross for having
a 212% increase of donors from
last year. Interact is very happy
with this award but would like
to do even better in the spring
blood drive.

“We are going to need more
peoplein the spring. Remember,
it saves lives!” said Chew. The
spring blood drive will be atwo
day collection held in both of the
11/12 gyms. Thefirst day will be
on a full day school and the next
day will beonly a half day. Many
more teachers will have the
opportunity to donate. The
change will allow Interact to accept
all WTHSdonors without running
out of room asthey did in this
fall drive.

In the meantime, students can
be content with what they have given
back to the community. “Honestly,
| did it to get out of class, but
it's a great thing to do so | feel
good about it,” said first time
donor Scott Gardner 07.

Many students walked out
of the fall blood drive with mild
pain in their arm and a huge
sense of pride in their decision
to donate.
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Dance features friendship, fun

Alyssa Figueroa ‘08

On October 27, 2006, over 250
peoplein Halloween costumesfilled
Cafeteria C-D to attend Interact’s
Fall Pacesetters' Dance.

Years ago, parents of mentally
challenged children founded asocial
group called Pacesetters. Now
invitations are extended to the adult
Pacesetters in group homes as well
as those living on their own or with
family.

The Interact chairperson of the
event, Andrew Wood ‘07, revealed
that there was a lot of planning
involved with hosting the 3 hour
dance.

“l was mainly involved with
planning theinvitations, making the
decorations, deciding what food was
to be served, and hiring of the DJ,”
he said.

Volunteers for the Halloween
theme painted pumpkins, hung black
and orange balloons, and created wall
decorations of scary monsters.
Drinks, hot dogs, chips, pretzels, and
cookies were served and the DJ

played a variety of music to keep
everyone moving.

Interact Co-President Kaitlyn
Fernandez' 07 stated, “The good
thing about this dance is that it
allowsthe parents of the Pacesetters
to havethe night off torelax. Atthe

Alyssa Figueroa ‘08/ The Patriot
Pacesetter Albert Safko enjoysthehalloween themewith the

event’sco-chair Adam Sern ‘09

sametime, the Pacesettersget to have
their own party!”

Judging from the number of
people on the dance floor, they did
indeed have quite a blast. Erin
McFadden ‘07, fellow co-president,
agreed that, “The Pacesetters are

Band putson Wicked show

Darrel Cowan ‘10

On Saturday, October 21%, the
Minuteman Marching Band went
“SOARING” into their Home Show.

This year’'s show is called
Soaring and features music from the
Broadway musical “Wicked.” The
Home Show is a season’s highlight,
and everyone looksforwardtoit. It
provides the chance to perform in
front of fans on the home football
field.

In past years, the band has
performed in exhibition at the Home
Show. This year, the USSBA
(United States Scholastic Band
Association) offered the band
director, Mr. Casey Corigliano, an
opportunity to put the Minutemen
in direct competition.

Because Corigliano is always
looking for ways to make the
Minutemen better, he gladly
accepted this opportunity.

“Mr. C'sdecision gave memore
motivation to do my best. | think is

Barnes‘07.

The Minutemen Marching Band
was indeed motivated. They took
home many awards. 1% place Group
4, 1st place in the entire show, Best
Color Guard, Best Music and Best
Effec